
 
 
Anaconda’s Jim VanFossen standing next to 
the plaque he personally designed, 
purchased and placed under an apple tree 
just off the 8th fairway at Old Works Golf 
Course.  The plaque commemorates the life 
of his friend (Wee) Willie Fedderson, a 
dwarf whose cabin stood next to this tree.  
Jim writes that Willie peddled newspapers, 
set bowling pens, loaded clay disks for trap 
shooting, sold apples and did about 
anything he could to make a living in 
Anaconda. For entertainment Willie and his 
friend Matt, who stood 6’6” tall would visit 
the “houses of ill repute” along Front Street. 
Matt would hoist Willie on his shoulders and 
Willie would peer in the transom window at 
the top of the door to get a free look at the 
activities.  
 


